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Hans Christian Andersen Trail
is a guide to unique experiences of culture and nature on Funen 
and in Southern Jutland. The writer Hans Christian Andersen is 
your travel guide! The world-famous writer travelled at home and 
abroad throughout his life, and he retained his impressions and 
experiences in his writing. It is richly represented in his fairytales, 
novels, poetry and other works, but Andersen also kept a diary 
and wrote letters, so today we are able to precisely follow in his 
‘wheel tracks’. He visited castles and manor houses, towns and 
locations – and his stays were particularly frequent on Funen and 
in the present border area of Southern Jutland and Schleswig.

It is these historical locations and experiences we would like to 
invite you to experience as a visitor, and have them presented 
via Andersen’s own words. We invite you to visit Andersen’s rich 
landscapes and his descriptive journeys in them. At the same 
time, we encourage you to make use of the special offers of 
guided tours, castles and gardens, fairytale narratives, perfor-
mances, fantastic restaurants, etc. that the tour also has on offer.



Dear visitor
You are on your way out into some of Denmark and Northern 
Europe’s most remarkable cultural and manor-house landsca-
pes on Funen and in Southern Jutland, with the writer as your 
travel guide.

For five selected locations, we have – in cooperation with the 
professional storytellers Kari Brinch and Maria Junghans – 
created unique narrative experiences that can be seen on the 
following pages.

For groups:
Meet the Locals, Karen Elberg

Tel.: +45 6160 1103 | info@meetthelocals.dk

The trips can be guided in Danish, English, German or Spanish

The Hans Christian Andersen Trail features an app 
that can be downloaded and used free of charge. It 
contains maps, striking portrayals of the localities by 
Andersen himself and info about access possibilities, 
opening hours, places of interest in the vicinity, etc.



A visit to Broholm Castle is an exciting odyssey through almost 
700 years of Danish history. Andersen visitied Broholm Castle 
six times between 1836 and 1863, so he knew the castle as it 
looked both before and after its restoration in 1839. As early 
as in Only a Fiddler from 1837, the writer’s first visit has left its 
evident mark, and the novel, among other things, emphasises 
the beautiful surroundings.

Hans Christian Andersen and food
Experience how Andersen linked food and sensuality in the 
fairytale ‘The Swineherd’ when the tales is gold by a profession 
storyteller, and hear about festive occasions and ordinary life 
at the manor houses seen through the writer’s eyes, with extra-
cts from the novel O.T, some of which takes place at Broholm. 
Like the writer, who tasted ‘no less than eight wines’ at one of 
his manor-house visits, you will have the opportunity to taste 
just as many different wines under the expert guidance of the 
castle’s sommelier and enjoy a dinner inspired by a menu from 
the time of Andersen’.

TO BOOK A STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Broholm, Broholmsvej 32, DK-5884 Gudme

Tel.: +45 62 25 10 55 | www.broholm.dk

Broholm Castle



Den Voigtske Gaard in Faaborg was, during the first half of the 
19th century, the city’s and one of Funen’s most distinctive busi-
ness houses, thanks to L.P. Voigt, father of Riborg and Christian 
Voigt. During his major summer trip to Jutland and Funen,  
Andersen visited Christian Voigt, whom he had met at Copenha-
gen University, and he was pleasantly surprised by the beautiful 
surroundings and the warm reception given him by the Voigt 
family. 

Hans Christian Andersen and love
In the copy of a storyteller, you will gain a glimpse of Andersen’s 
love-life through the fairytale ‘The Shepherdess and the Chimney 
Sweep’ and hear about his first love, Riborg Voigt. All this takes 
place in rooms from the same period as the present museum. At 
Andersen’s time, ‘intellectual exercises’ were popular among the 
higher circles of the town, and now you will have a chance to test 
your knowledge of the writer of fairytales while partaking of hot 
chocolate, tea and petits fours.

TO BOOK A STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Faaborg Museum, Banegårdspladsen 2, DK-5600 Faaborg

Tel.: +45 62 61 33 58 | www.ohavsmuseet.dk

Broholm Castle Den Voigtske Gaard
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Egeskov is Funen’s second-largest tourist attraction, and the 
castle is one of Europe’s best-preserved island castles. The 
lovely castle with its many fascinating stories made a great im-
pression on Andersen when he visited it in 1842 and 1848. After 
his first visit on 16 August 1842, he wrote a detailed description 
of the castle in his diary and even drew a fine small groundplan 
sketch ‘from memory’. The garden in particular impressed him: It 
is ‘...one of the largest and loveliest on Funen’, he wrote.

Hans Christian Andersen and the garden
Gain more knowledge about the role of the gartner for the 
development of the garden when a professional storyteller 
reads ‘The Gardener and the Fine Family’, and experience how 
Andersen was inspired by the Funen gardens. Listen to a retel-
ling of the fairytale ‘The Family of Grethe the Hen’, in which the 
founder of Egeskov, Mr. Brockenhuus, is mentioned, take part in 
a ‘tableau vivant’ in the park – a popular parlour game in Ander-
sen’s time. Join in on a picnic walk or enjoy a cup of afternoon 
coffee and cake – whatever you prefer.

TO BOOK A STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Egeskov Slot, Egeskov Gade 18, DK-5772 Kværndrup

Tel.: +45 6227 1016 | www.egeskov.dk

Egeskov Castle



The history of Sanderumgaard can be traced back to the 15th 
century, but the present-day main building was built in 1880 
by the great-grandfather of the present owner. Andersen 
visited Sanderumgaard on 2 August 1832, on an excursion from 
Odense. He visited many gardens on Funen and in Denmark. 
Today there exists no English landscape garden that has been 
recreated on a more well-documented basis that precisely that 
at Sanderum, so here of all places there is a chance to have an 
authentic experience of the type of English landscape garden 
that the writer saw on so many of his manor-house visits.

Hans Christian Andersen and the magic of nature
Let a storyteller lead you into the fairytale about ‘Thumbelina’ in 
the English landscape garden at Tommerup, where the story is 
mirrored in the river. Here about Andersen relation to his critics 
and to botany. Try to imitate him by creating a unique memento 
with pressed flowers, and enjoy a picnic in the lovely garden or 
enjoy a cup of afternoon tea with cake – whatever you prefer.

Egeskov Castle Sanderumgaard

TO BOOK A STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Sanderumgaard, Sanderumgårdvej 152, DK-5220 Odense SØ

Tel: +45 26 19 21 30 | www.sanderumgaard.dk



Valdemars Castle is a privately-owned home that opens its doors 
and offers visitors a warm welcome. In summer 1830, the young 
Andersen travelled round Jutland and Funen and was invited by 
the parish vicar Carl Vilhelm Heber to accompany him on a trip to 
the island of Tåsinge, or Thorseng as it was then called.  
Valdemars Castle has been a family possession for 12 genera-
tions and it features various museums and attractions such as 
the Manor House Museum, the Hunting and Trophy Museum and 
mini-golf, a mountain-bike track and riding.

Hans Christian Andersen and the sea
In the lovely surroundings of the castle you can hear a professi-
onal storyteller retell the fairytale ‘The Little Mermaid’, while the 
waves lap the shore right outside. Be led into Andersen’s novel 
Only a Fiddler, which partly takes place on Tåsinge and in Svend-
borg. Andersen was known for his skill with paper and scissors, 
and you can try to make your own papercut. Afterwards you can 
enjoy a cup of tea and home-baked buns as in Andersen’s time, 
or lunch perhaps – whatever you prefer.

 Valdemars Castle

FOR BOOKING AF FORTÆLLEOPLEVELSE ELLER MERE INFORMATION
Valdemars Slot, Slotsalleen 100, DK-5700 Svendborg

Tel.: +45 62 22 61 06 | www.valdemarsslot.dk



Hans Christian Andersen’s many journeys led him through areas 
known today as Southern Jutland/Schleswig, but in the past com-
monly referred to as ‘The Duchies’. In August 1844, Andersen was 
invited by Queen Caroline Amalie to stay with her and Christian VIII 
on the island of Föhr. From 29 August to 9 September that same 
year he stayed on the island, living in Wyk at Große Straße 16. On 
Föhr he enjoyed life on the beach and the many hours of sunshine, 
just as most of the guests do today.
 
After the visit on Föhr, Andersen went to Augustenborg Castle, one 
of the most beautiful baroque castles in Denmark. He stayed at the 
castle from 11 to 29 September 1844. Here you can experience the 
palace garden and the courtyard, Augustenborg Castle chapel and a 
small museum telling the history of the castle and the local area in 
text and images.

Before his journey to Southern and Central Europe in 1845, Ander-
sen stayed at Gråsten Castle, the Duke and Duchess of Augusten-
borg’s  hunting seat. Today the castle is used by the royal family as 
a summer residence and is therefore not open to the public, but you 
can visit the palace garden on your own or book a tour in the palace 
garden and the castle chapel at visitsonderjylland.com

 Valdemars Castle Southern Jutland/Schleswig



The app contains descriptions of many of the places 
Andersen visited on Funen and in Southern Jutland.

Visit the website www.hanschristianandersentrail.com or 
go to App Store or Google Play and search for Hans Christian 
Andersen Trail.

It is a good idea to download the app while you have access to 
a wifi link.

Fetch the app 


